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Koraput: A 30-year-old woman was killed in an accident here on Tuesday. The 
deceased is Radha Sisa. She was crossing road when a speeding MUV hit her. While 
Radha was killed on the spot, the MUV overturned under the impact of the accident 
and its driver sustained injuries. He is undergoing treatment at Koraput MCH.

Woman killed in 
road accident
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhawanipatna/Jeypore

A large number of  farmers are yet to sell 
their produce from the rabi season even 
as  paddy procurement concluded on 
Monday.

The process of  paddy procurement 
was marred by delay and distress sale by 
farmers. The district was given a target 
to procure 32 lakh quintal paddy from 
farmers. However, it was not enough as 
around 25,000 quintal paddy remains un-
sold across the district.

A few farmers alleged that they could 
not get tokens for selling their produce 
in the mandis. Around 1,000 farmers 
were affected in seven mandis at Dhara-
mgarh, Charbahal, Belguda, Maliguda, 
Chakuli and Habaspur.

The farmers are apprehensive of  their 
unsold stock getting damaged due to 
rain. The farmers met the Sub-Collector 
of  Dharamgarh and apprised him about 
their plight and demanded steps to pro-
cure the unsold paddy from them. Sourc-
es said the district administration has 
urged the Civil Supplies department to 
allow procurement centres to purchase 

the unsold paddy from farmers. 
In Jeypore, paddy procurement came 

to an end on Monday but farmers are 
still left with 80,000 quintal unsold paddy. 
This year, 40 mandis were opened for 
procurement. 

While farmers across Jeypore, Kun-
dura, Kotpad and Borrigumma produced 
11.5 lakh quintal paddy, the Government 
fixed procurement target at 10.67 lakh.

However, the surplus paddy has re-
mained unsold with all mandis being 
closed. Farmers said they would not be 
able to proceed with kharif  cultivation 
unless the rabi paddy stock is cleared. 
They met the District Civil Supply Of-
ficer on Tuesday demanding procure-
ment of  the available stock considering 
the gravity of  the situation.

Civil Supply Department sources said 
further procurement can only be done 
after State Civil Supply Corporation 
gives permission.  

R A J  K U M A R  S H A R M A  @ Jharsuguda

AT a time when sports figures top on 
Odisha Government’s agenda, a nation-
al-level footballer who brought laurels 
to the State is working as a daily la-
bourer and grazes goats for a living.

Tanuja Bage of  Debadihi village in 
Jharsuguda district represented Odis-
ha and India in the past but poverty has 
forced this national-level goalkeeper to 
give up the game and work as a labour-
er to make ends meet. 

The hut of  this 29-year-old sports-
woman is replete with certificates and 
awards that she won from the game. 
Having proved her mettle on the field, 
she hoped for Government assistance 
for pursuing sports and leading a de-
cent life. However, that never hap-
pened. Born into a poor tribal family, 
she started playing football in 2003 at 
the age of  14. She underwent training 
under some senior football players in 
Brajrajnagar and after playing for Odi-
sha team for a few years, she secured a 
place for herself  in the Indian team as 
a goalkeeper. She played four matches 
as goalkeeper of  the national team till 
2011. 

Besides football, Tanuja is a State 
and national-level rugby player. “My 
awards and certificates are of  no help 
because it’s a struggle for me to eke out 

living. Poverty does not allow me to 
even think about sports”, says Tanuja. 

She does not own a house of  her own 
and stays in a hut constructed on a 
piece of  Government land along with 
her husband who is also a daily labour-
er. The couple has a three-year-old 
daughter. Apart from the meagre wages 
that she earns, her only hope for suste-
nance is the ration card that has been 
provided to  her by the State 
Government. 

Although she had got a private job 
earlier, it was not feasible. “During the 
tenure of  former Collector BB Patnaik, 
he helped me get a job of  training stu-
dents in football in a private school. I 
was promised a monthly salary of  
`8,000 but got only `3,000. And I had to 
cycle for 15 km every day to reach the 
school from my home so I had no other 
option but to quit,” she recalls.

For villagers, women particularly, 
Tanuja was a role model and they were 
proud of  her achievements. They said 
the State Government can at least pro-
vide her a job and an opportunity to 
play again. 

Collector Jyoti Ranjan Pradhan said 
he will meet her soon and inquire about 
her financial  condition to provide her 
necessary help. “We will ask the Dis-
trict Sports Officer to do the needful,” 
he said.  

Footballer grazes goats for a living

Tanuja  along with her daughter I  EXPRESS

‘Surplus’ worry for farmers 
of Kalahandi, Jeypore

My awards and certificates are of 
no help because it’s a struggle for 
me to eke out living. Poverty does 
not allow me to even think about 

sports

CRISIS AGAIN
Kalahandi was given a target to 

procure 32 lakh quintal paddy from 
farmers but it was not enough as 

25,000 quintal paddy remains 
unsold across the district

The Kalahandi administration has 
urged the Civil Supplies department to 
allow procurement centres to purchase 
the unsold paddy from farmers

Sources

Farmers allege they 
could not get tokens 

for selling their 
produce in the 

mandis

While farmers across 
Jeypore, Kundura, 

Kotpad and 
Borrigumma produced 

11.5 lakh quintal paddy, 
the Government fixed 

procurement target
 at 10.67 lakh
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BROKEN 
DREAMS
Tanuja of 
Debadihi village 
in Jharsuguda 
district 
represented 
Odisha and India 
in the past but 
poverty forced 
her to give up the 
game

Born into a poor 
tribal family, 
she started 
playing football 
in 2003 at the 
age of 14. 

She underwent 
training under 
Vedanta’s 
corporate social 
responsibility 
programme and 
after playing for 
Odisha for a few 
years, she 
secured a place 
for herself in the 
Indian team as a 
goalkeeper

Tanuja Bage played four matches as goalkeeper of the national team till 2011


