
AFP n PARIS

The visit of Real Madrid to the
French capital today means a glam-
our tie for Paris Saint-Germain to

begin their Champions League cam-
paign but a meeting with the Spanish side
also brings back unhappy memories.

When the clubs last met in Europe
two seasons ago, a PSG side missing an
injured Neymar were dumped out in the
last 16.

That was one of three consecutive
exits in the first knockout round for PSG,

who have failed to make their mark on
the Champions League despite all the

money spent by their Qatari owners.
So the inevitable question at the start
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AFP n MADRID

Young gun Joao Felix will lead the charge today
as his Atletico Madrid seek revenge on Juventus

and their old enemy Cristiano Ronaldo  in a poten-
tially fiery Champions League opener.

Felix, touted as the heir to Ronaldo's throne, will
make his debut in Europe's top competition when
the when the Portuguese pair meet at the Wanda
Metropolitano, with the La Liga outfit keen to shoot
down the five-time Ballon d'Or winner.

Juventus dumped Atletico out of the competi-
tion last year as Ronaldo scored  a sensational hat-
trick that overturned a 2-0 first-leg deficit and put
the Italian champions in the quarter finals.

The former Real Madrid man rounded off the
evening by celebrating provocatively in front of the
away fans at Juve's Allianz Stadium.

Now Felix is charged with bringing the old mas-
ter down a peg or two.

The 19-year-old has been hailed as the new 'CR7'
after his breakout season at Benfica last year, scor-
ing 20 times as the two-time European champions
won the Primeira Liga and reached the Europa
League quarter finals.

Ronaldo's former manager at Madrid Jose
Mourinho is convinced that Atletico bagged a "an
incredible player" for a club record fee of 126 mil-
lion euros ($142 million).

"I think he can cope. He seems to have a good
personality," said Mourinho.

"He's in a good team, surrounded by experienced
players, with a manager who knows what he wants.
Probably Atletico is a good place for his develop-
ment."

The noise surrounding Felix was amplified after
a sublime pre-season that included a brace in a 2-1
win over Juve, but Felix has shied away from the com-
parisons.

A poor display in Saturday's 2-0 La Liga loss at
Real Sociedad showed that. Despite the obvious
promise, it is still too early to speak of Felix and
Ronaldo in the same breath.

Felix was hauled off at half-time by Atleti boss
Diego Simeone, who  said after the defeat -- which
cost his side their 100 percent start and top spot in
the league -- that "we have young players who have
to weigh in more".

Ronaldo, meanwhile, is in a rich vein of form,
with six goals in five matches this season for club and
country, as he hunts a sixth Champions League title
and aims to extend his record total of 126 goals in
the competition.

On Wednesday, Felix has a chance to redeem
himself and add to the one goal he has scored so far
in Atletico colours, even if Ronaldo's achievements
seem a long way off.

"I am here to write my own story," Felix said.
"Cristiano is Cristiano and I want to be myself ". 

Clock is ticking
With Neymar staying and Icardi in, PSG hope to finally deliver in Europe

Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates after scoring against Napoli Juve/Twitter

Felix leads
charge for revenge
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of another continental campaign is
can Thomas Tuchel’s team this time
at least reach a semi-final in
Europe’s elite club competition?

Last season it was Manchester
United who embarrassed PSG.
Since 2012 the only teams PSG
have beaten in a Champions
League knockout tie are Valencia,
Bayer Leverkusen and Chelsea.

NNEEYYMMAARR  OOVVEERRSSHHAADDOOWWSS  EEVVEERRYY--
TTHHIINNGG

For now, PSG will just be eager
to make a statement in their open-

ing match. But with Galatasaray
and Club Brugge the other teams
in Group A, it would be a monu-
mental surprise if PSG failed to
progress, even with Neymar sus-
pended for the first two matches.

The world’s most expensive
player has overshadowed every-
thing else at the club in recent
months, with the saga of his hoped-
for move back to Barcelona and
then his return to action at the
weekend, featuring a brilliant win-
ner against Strasbourg in response
to boos from angry supporters.

There is no doubt the
presence of Neymar gives
PSG a far greater chance
of winning the biggest
prize in European club
football, as long as he
stays fit.

As well as Neymar’s
suspension against Real,
Kylian Mbappe is still out
with a hamstring injury,
but the arrival of Mauro
Icardi has added another
explosive element to their
attack.

Icardi was prolific for
Inter before being
stripped of the club cap-
taincy last season amid a
contract dispute.  He
signed on loan just before
the transfer deadline.

It is elsewhere that
Paris really needed to
strengthen, though.

Tuchel was unable to
settle on a first-choice
goalkeeper last season
between Alphonse Areola

and Gianluigi Buffon.
Both have since left and
Keylor Navas has signed
from Real Madrid to take
over the gloves.

Abdou Diallo has
provided an extra option
in defence after arriving
from Borussia Dortmund.

There has been major
surgery in the midfield
with the signings of
Ander Herrera, Idrissa
Gueye and Pablo Sarabia.

Whether Marco
Verratti can blend with
the newcomers to form a
midfield as fearsome as it
was in the days when he
was flanked by Blaise
Matuidi and the peerless
Thiago Motta, remains to
be seen.

Neymar is still there
but, brilliant as he is, PSG
know from experience
that the Brazilian alone
will not win them the
Champions League.

PTI n EKATERINBURG

The Indian juggernaut seemed
unstoppable as four boxers,

including Asian champion Amit
Panghal (52kg), advanced to the
quarterfinals with impressive victo-
ries to round off an all-win outing
at the World Men's Championships
here on Tuesday.

Asian Games gold-medallist
and second seed Panghal was joined
by Asian silver-winner and fifth seed
Kavinder Singh Bisht (57kg) and the
debutant duo of Commonwealth
Games silver-winner Manish
Kaushik (63kg) and Sanjeet (91kg).

Panghal defeated Turkey's
Batuhan Citfci, while Kaushik
stunned fourth-seeded Mongolian
Chinzorig Baatarsukh, who is an
Asian Games silver-medallist and
also a two-time medal-winner at the
Asian Championships. Both the
Indians claimed 5-0 victories.

Sanjeet (91kg) then caused
another massive upset by defeating
second-seeded Uzbek Sanjar
Tursunov 4-1. Tursunov is a bronze-
medallist from the previous World
Championship besides being an
Asian silver-winner.

In the evening session, Bisht
defeated Finland's Arslan Khataev
3-2 to claim a second successive
quarterfinal spot at the marquee
tournament.

Panghal is also chasing a medal
in his second World Championship
after a quarterfinal finish in 2017.
Kaushik and Sanjeet are making
their debuts at the showpiece. All
four boxers are from the Services
Sports Control Board (SSCB).

Second-seeded Panghal, the
reigning Asian champion, will next
be up against Filipino Carlo Paalam,
who had lost to Panghal in the semi-
finals of the Asian Games in Jakarta
last year. Paalam defeated Korea's Jo
Sehyeong in a unanimous verdict in
his pre-quarterfinal bout.

Kaushik, on the other hand, will
square off against Brazil 's
Wanderson de Oliveira. Oliveira
defeated Japan's Saisuke Narimatsu
in his last-16 stage bout.

Sanjeet will be up against sev-
enth-seeded Julio Cesa Castillo
Torres of Ecuador. Torres got the
better of Hungary's Adam Hamori.

Awaiting Bisht in the last-eight
stage is fourth-seeded Englishman
Peter McGrail, a former gold-medal-
list at the European Championships
and reigning Commonwealth
Games champion. McGrail, who
fetched a bronze in the last World
Championship, defeated
Azerbaijan's Tayfur Aliyev on
Tuesday.

"It was a good bout as I fought
against an experienced boxer. I will
be ready with my strategy for
Paalam tomorrow. I dedicate this
win to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who is celebrating his 69th
birthday today," Panghal said after
the bout.

Panghal was the first to take the
ring for India and in a contest which
did not have much of action to start
with, he set the ball rolling by using
his left hooks to good effect in the
opening round.

Citfci seemed focussed on a
plan to counter-attack but could not
execute it.

This was despite the fact that
Panghal was lunging at the taller
boxer to connect his left straights.

Even though he managed to
draw the Indian in, Citfci consistent-
ly failed to make any impactful con-
tact with his opponent, whose
trademark pace once again gave him
a decisive edge.

Kaushik, a former national
champion, adopted a more cautious
approach and waited for his rival to
reach out. Baatarsukh fell into the
trap quite early and was unable to
cope with the Indian's counter-
attack.

Kaushik did not change his
tactics and the consistent approach
paid off for him as frustration
became apparent in Baatarsukh's
game. Kaushik dominated him in
the final three minutes.

"I stuck to the strategy that was
given to me by my coaches and I am
happy that it got me the result I
wanted," Kaushik said.


