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BATTLE OF THE SURVIVORS

More secured Valverde and Zidane out to prove supremacy in season’s first Clasico

Real only focused
on foothall: Zidane

AFP M BARCELONA

inedine Zidane and Ernesto
ZValverde might have been fear-
ing for their jobs if they had lost
a Clasico back in October but its post-
ponement means that today they can
face each other feeling more secure.

Stalling in the autumn, Real
Madrid and Barcelona have rolled
through the gears in the lead-up to
Christmas, meaning the winner of
today’s crunch meeting at Camp Nou
will move seven points clear of third
place.

More importantly, in what
increasingly looks like a two-pronged
title chase, the winner will pull three
ahead of the loser, with one round
Liga matches left before the two-week
winter break.

Yet even for the loser, providing
defeat is not a humiliation, the con-
sequences will not be so grave.

The gap in the table will be small
and considering where both these
teams were only a few weeks ago,
when every week brought a new
name linked with coaching jobs and
every goal conceded planted anoth-
er seed of doubt.

For Real Madrid, Jose Mourinho
was out of work and in the public eye,
his increasingly frequent media show-
ings even appearing to irk the usual-
ly immoveable Zidane.

For Barcelona, Ronald Koeman
had surged into view after the Dutch
Federation confirmed a clause in his
contract that allows him to join
Barca after Euro 2020 next summer.

But if the rumours were an irri-
tation, form on the pitch was a real
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Zidane also
shouldered burdens
from last season. Even
| if it was not his team

concern.

Barcelonas malaise was short-
lived. They won only two of their
opening five games. Results improved
but performances were ponderous

and the weaknesses all-too familiar,
the kind that had also gone unfixed
before, only to prove costly later in the
season.

In that sense, Valverde was car-

rying the weight of previous disap-
pointments and he was blamed for a
leaky defence, lack of style and fail-
ure to get the best out of Antoine
Griezmann.

that limped its way
through the final months, he was in
charge and some wondered why
nothing had changed.

Suspicions grew when Madrid
drew two of their first four league
games and were thrashed away at
Paris Saint-Germain.

When they lost away at newly-
promoted Mallorca, a week before the
Clasico was meant to be played, it felt
like results might unravel.

“We must have consistency;” said
Zidane. “We have to have more life
in our game.”

Madrid did that as Zidane found
a more settled side including the
dynamic midfielder he has long-
wanted in Fede Valverde as well as an
18-year-old gem in Rodrygo and
arguably the world’s most in-form
striker in Karim Benzema.

Eden Hazard got fit too and
sparkled in spells before injuring his
ankle earlier this month, which will
rule him out until the new year.

As Madrid hit their stride,
Barcelona accelerated to keep
up and the uncertainty
around Valverde, although
not gone, has, for now at
least, faded.

Their improvement
cannot be entirely credited
to the return of Lionel
Messi, but his eight goals,
including two hat-tricks,
and four assists in six games have cer-
tainly helped. Griezmann is finding
his feet too, with three goals in his last
five. Judgement on Zidane’s second
coming will be guided by Madrid’s
staying power in the league while for
Valverde, success will hinge on
Europe, where recapturing the trophy
after four barren seasons seems now
to be the minimum for Barcelona.

Storms may lie ahead but as La
Liga approaches its halfway point,
Zidane and Valverde are still intact.
This Clasico is a battle of leaders, but
survivors too.
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Pogba's recovery

AFP M BARCELONA

Zinedine Zidane has said he is
not worried about today’s
Clasico between Real Madrid and
Barcelona being overshadowed
by Catalan independence protests.

The fixture was originally
scheduled for October 26 but had
to be postponed and there are
renewed fears of unrest at Camp
Nou, where Madrid and Barca will
be playing for first place in La Liga.

“I am not worried about any-
thing,” said Zidane in a press con-
ference on Tuesday.

“I am happy we are about to
play a Clasico. It was the same
when I was a player, these are the
matches you live for, and you are

focused only on what hap-
pens on the field”

Democratic

Tsunami, the protest
group in favour of
Catalan independence,
has called publicly for its
supporters to gather at
the stadium four hours
before kick off at 19:00
GMT.

A large-scale safety
operation will be deployed around
the match involving 3,000 securi-
ty personnel while both teams
have been instructed to travel to
the stadium from the same hotel.

“It's something different but
the rules are the rules,” said
Zidane. “They said we have to
leave together so were leaving
together.”

Zidane added: “We never
thought this game would not go
ahead. What we have to do is put
all our energy into the match
because the rest, we could spend
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a week talking about it

Barcelona and Real Madrid sit
first and second in La Liga and
level on points, with Barca only
ahead on goal difference.

Both teams have found form
in recent weeks, in part due to the
excellent form of their strikers.
Madrid’s Karim Benzema has
nine goals in his last eight games
while Lionel Messi has scored 14
in 12.

“We know we are facing a very
good team, we know the player
they have in Messi, but we also
have our weapons,” Zidane said.

Eden Hazard, Marcelo, James
Rodriguez, Lucas Vazquez and
Marco Asensio will all miss the
match through injury. Gareth
Bale is fit again but has not start-
ed since Madrid’s win over Alaves
on November 30.

“Bale is with us, he is training
well,” Zidane said. “He is an
important player and tomorrow,
he will be prepared like everyone
else”

hit by illness: Ole

AFP B MANCHESTER

Manchester United
manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer has a fresh Paul
Pogba headache, revealing
illness has delayed the mid-
fielder’s return from injury
ahead of today’s League
Cup quarterfinal against
giant-killers Colchester.

The France World Cup
winner has been sidelined
for most of the season with
an ankle injury, play-
ing just six times for
United after a sum-
mer of speculation
following his state-
ment that it could be
time for a “new chal-
lenge”.

But after the United
manager spoke, videos
appeared on social media
of Pogba dancing and
showing few ill effects at his
brother Florentin's wed-
ding.

Pogba, 26, had been
due to resume first-team
training this week but
Solskjaer said: “Of all things
he’s struck down ill now””

“He’s been off for two
or three days, three days
probably, so that’s not ben-
eficial. That's probably set
him back quite a bit,” the
Norwegian boss said, look-
ing ahead to the meeting
with fourth-tier Colchester.

“As T've said so many
times, Pauls a top, top
player that we want to see
playing his best football at
Man United,” Solskjaer
said.

“We just need
to gethim fitand
match fit. It
might be half
an hour, 45,
60, 90 )
who knows,
the first
game. Were
working
hard to get
him back
but now he’s
jillg

Pogba reported-
ly had permission
from the club to
attend his brother’s
wedding over the
weekend,  with
United drawing 1-1
with Everton in his

absence.

“We can talk about
Paul all day long and its
games like this for example
when you're lacking that
one creative pass or ideas
maybe,” said Solskjaer

“He has that quality
that not many midfielders
in the world have so to get
him back would be great”

While Pogba will be
sidelined, Diogo Dalot
could make his first appear-

ance in 10 weeks.
Solskjaer said
winning the League
Cup or reaching the
final would be a boost
for his players.
“We showed that
by the team we put out
against Chelsea (in the
previous round), that we
take this seriously;” he said.
“Even though we were in a
difficult spell in the league
it was still important for us
to create that momentum
and belief in the players”

Solskjaer plans to make
changes against Colchester,
who beat Tottenham on
penalties earlier in the
competition, but pledged
the side would be strong
enough to win the game.

He said teenager
Mason Greenwood was
“making it hard for me to

leave him out”
after three
goals in his
past two
appear-

Jurgen Klopp laments
Club WC timing

AFP W DOHA

urgen Klopp insists Liverpool
]are fully focused on winnning
this week’s Club World Cup ahead
of their semi-final against
Monterrey of Mexico but hit out at
the timing of the competition and
questioned FIFA’s plans to
expand the tournament in
future.

“We are here now and we are
completely focused on it, but if
you had asked me before-
hand if I think that there
should be a Club World
Cup in the middle of our season,
I would say no, in my honest opin-
ion,” Klopp told journalists at the
Khalifa International Stadium,
where Liverpool face Monterrey
today.

The Anfield club have had to
take time out from their seeming-
ly relentless march towards the
Premier League title to travel to
Qatar for the tournament, in which
they are Europe’s representatives

CLUB WORLD CUP
QATAR 2019

thanks to their Champions League
triumph last season.

If Liverpool win against the
Mexicans, they will advance to a
final on Saturday against either
Flamengo of Brazil or Saudi side
Al Hilal, while even if they lose
their semi-final they will remain in
Qatar for a third-place play-off at

the weekend.
After the competition con-
cludes, they will rush back home
to prepare for a trip to Leicester
City — their closest title chal-
lengers — next Thursday.
FIFA recently con-
firmed plans to expand the
current seven-team Club World
Cup played in December to a 24-
team competition which will start
in China in 2021 and will be
played in June and July — that
means a clash with the next Africa
Cup of Nations, to be held at the
same time.

The existing format is partic-
ularly unloved in Europe, even if
European clubs have won the last
six editions.

LADY TATA MEMORIAL TRUST
Founded 1932
Bombay House, Homi Mody Street Mumbai 400 001.

Applications are invited for the
Young Researcher Award - 2020
And
Junior Research Fellowship 2020-21
And

Institutional Research Grant 2020-21

the year 2020-2021.

is 15th January 2020,

YRA award is instituted by the Lady Tata Memorial Trust (LTMT) to
annually recognize and reward young Indian scientists with
outstanding track record in biological sciences and potential for high
quality research with a deep commitment to find innovative solutions to
major problems related to human diseases, blood disorder with special
references to leukaemia and for scientific research towards alleviation
ofhuman suffering from disease.

Application are also invited for Junior Research fellowship and IRG for

For Detailed Information Sheet and online application process, please
access our website www.ladytatatrust.org.
The last date for submission of online application for the above Awards
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(A Subsidiary of Coal India Limited)
\ Jagruti Vihar, Burla - 768020, Dist. - Sambalpur, Odisha
Tel. (EPABX) : 0663-2542461 to 469 Website : www.mahanadicoal.in
E-TENDER NOTICE

The following e-Tenders of Mahanadi Coalfieids Limited have been published on the Coal India Ltd. e-Tender portal (http:/icoalindiatenders.nic.in) and

also mirrored on Central Public Procurement portal (http:ffeprocure.gov.in). Kindly visit these website for further details.

::_ Tender Id Name of work/service Tendl:'r!\falna
1|201%_MCL_158238_1| Procurement of Ground mounted High Mast Lighting Tc ! I ioning for different areas of MCL 4199176000
2(2019_MCL_158170_1 Hmngohna Balero urequs\ralenmc meeljeeps having min sealmgcapaculy?;ﬁplust; max run 4200 kmimonth for 2 yearsi683 1901472.00

g days/20 forf g duty at Kaniha PS with 3 drivers/day i.e, 1 driver/shift
3|2019_MCL_158616_1| Supply of i for fHEMM at LlngarS]DCP 202311.00
4|2019_ MCL_158556_1 of day to day activity of EnM department for 90 days within a period of one year in CWS IB Vallay, 205301.00
512019_MCL_158650_1| PROCUREMENT OF SPARES FOR GUARDIAN MODEL GTAD OIL FILTRATION MACHINE 347788.00
6]2019_MCL_158655_1| PROCUREMENT OF HEAVY DUTY MINING TAPE AND CPRI TESTED SELF-FUSING HT INSULATION TAPE FORLKP OCP 196352.00
7|2019_MCL_158887_1| Supply of Seat Belt der kit (Retro Fitment) for Dumpers. 13295400
8|2019_MCL_158669_1/ Instaliation, Commi g and of of 306 numbers air Cooeers MZSUWI: 150 Watt, 1430 RPM capacity includi 1455874.00
ionthandii hm-* your estab to GME p SOCPandLOCPorIb\c'aIIeyA:
9]2019_MCL_158701_1 Pmcueemem ulHumanAna!ummlModels for MRS MCL Talcher Area. 362260.00
10|2019_MCL_157509_1| Procurement of spares for BG4 EP for MRS MCL Talcher Area. 1465514.00
11| 2019_MCL_158596_1| Annual malnlenam:eufB type and C type quarters in case of changein oowparlcyaICWS IB\r colony BO1014,00
12| 2019_MCL_158702_1]C f froadof J der CSR works of Hi F 881722.00
13| 2019_MCL_158622_1| Courier Service from MCLHQ, Burla wCILHeadOt‘ﬁce MCL Desk Office, Kolkata MCLHO 1075593.00
14|2019_MCL_158621_1| Proc f Spares for Rana make Drill machine for Nandira Colliery MCL Talcher Area. 19446.00
15{2019_MCL_158546_1 Gonsbul:bon of approach road,bathing ghat (male and female separate) on the bed of B River near sand bandha at villages of G83086.00
{CSR head).
16|2019_MCL_158482 1 HnﬁngoTﬂ?(Tm]CaveredJeep (Bolero | Suma or equivalent vehicle (Diesel) 6 plus 1 seater with AC fitted) for 12 hours duty for use 190960000
at Subhadra Area for 682 days in 02(two) years,
17| 2019_MCL_158625_1| Making kitchen shed for landless people at Khadam-1 iiitation site under BOCM of Lakhanpur Area. 254145.00
18|2019_MCL_1588648_1 ‘;ranspoﬂmmum:mng ‘nmbef from dmerm depolso! WEFDC, Wes! Bengal Io Talchef and Nandira Colliery through Regional 344322.00
tore, Talcher L oading, T L
1912019_MCL_158367_1| Providing Te fi ‘_‘ﬁnaCarwean Rest Shelter, Cy ATK Offica atMi Srreuf'* j OCPolB A 18566127.00
20]2019_MCL_158610_1 \ViIPg e, Sr portionafIE 1B Vialiey Areaforap fhwoyears 3401009.00
2112019 _MCL_158343 1 SMOTHosesforD—%ﬁUmevsa! Lingaraj OCP 210799.00
2212019_MGL_158566_1 | Replacement of hydraulic door closure float valves, damaged aluminium door and windows,wire mesh mosquito net and ather|  1609847.00
misceflaneous civil works at Central Hospital under IB Valley Area.
23|2018_MCL_158589_1| Supply of spares for Lubrication system of BH-60 Dumpers at Lingaraj OCP 1281130.00
242019_MCL_158531_1]| PROCUREMENT OF HYDRAULIC AND STERING CYLINDER FOR WIRTGEN SURFACE MINER 505103.00
25|2019_MCL_158489_1| Supply of Seal Kit for EX 1200 Hyd Excavator 1053555.00
26| 2019_MCL_158496_1 | Supply of Spares for Tata Hitachi EX-1200 Hyd. Excavator 146746.00
272019_MCL_158470_1/ Hiring of a Xylo/Scorpio or equivalent Covered Vehicles with Alc fitted (Diesel) for 24 hours duty foruse at Subhadra Areafor682|  1539956.00
daysin 02{two) years
28| 2019_MCL_156814_1| Hiring of 01 (One) No. of minimum 32plus1 seater bus on 12 Hours duty per day maximum run 120 KM perday foraperiodof 2years|  2485437.00
(683 working days) at Kaniha Area with deployment of 01 driver-skilled and 01 helper-unskilled
2912019_MCL_158506_1| Hiring of an Indigo/Swift Dzire/Etios or equivalent Car (Diesel) (with AC fitted) for 12 hours duty (In General Shift) for use of 923428.00
Area for 682 days in 02{two) years.
30|2019_MCL_158522_1| Electrical Metering in E ive Quarters i plex of CWS 1B Valley Colony. 272856.00
31]2019_MCL_158509_1| PROCUREMENT OF PUMP PISTON FOR TATA-1200 HYD. EXCAVATOR 920295.00
32(2019_MCL_158410_1/| Procurement of spares for Vishwa make Gear Box (T-1090,90/110KW) for belt conveyor. 1051611.00
33|2019_MCL _158231_1]| SUPPLY OF HOSEASSEMBLIES FOR DUMPERS 86946.00
34| 2019_MCL_158075_1| PROCUREMENT OF AED (Bi-Phasic) DEFIBRILLATOR FOR OPERATION THEATER 582400.00
352019_MCL_158373_1| PROCUREMENT OF SPARES OF ZW220 FEL 1018515.00
36|2019_MCL_158177_1| Construction of 04 nos. class rooms at High school campus of Nisha village under CSR works of Hingula Area, MCL 2339614.00
37(2019_MCL_158401_1| P of Cement capsule for Nandira Colliery MCL Talcher Area. 165200.001
382019_MCL_158362_1| PROCUREMENT OF FILTERS FOR TATA-1200 231809.00
3912019_MCL_158257_1| Procurement of Pneumatic Concrete Cutter for MRS,0A B37000,00
402019 _MCL_158227_1| SUPPLY OF QILSEALS FORPnH SHOVEL 113915.00
41]2019_MCL_158181_1| PROCUREMENT OF DIESELADDITIVE 377600.00
422018 MCL_158251_1| Providing approach road (615 metre) to boreholes for stab work under Deulbera Colliery 1797317.00
43|2019_MCL_158060_1| PROCUREMENT OF PRIMARY CRUSHER 601800.00
441 2019_MCL_158002_1 Mﬁceihneuus repalr works ie glass renewing replacement of CGI sheet of motor cycle stand and extension of ladies tollet and 1106222.00
f motor cycle stand etz at MEET] of CWS(X) Talcher (ReTender)
452019_MCL_158106_1| Supply of Spares for BD355EG and BD 155 Dozer. 1136766.00
462019 MCL_158138_1| PROCUREMENT OF SPARES FOR DC CONTROL DRIVE OF MODEL _LC100L, HECMAKE LATHE MACHINE FORCWS_XTALCHER. 820422.00
47|2019_MCL_158094_1| Supply of Spares for WIRTGEN make Surface Miner 530632.00
48|2019_MCL_158109_1| Supply of Spares for RT- 880 TIL Crane 482474.00
|_49]2019 MCL_158209_1| PROCUREMENT OF PORCELAIN KIT KAT FUSE 56016,00]
MCL e-Procurement Helpdesk (Ph-0663-2542695/2542264), e-mail - hip-eproc.mcl@coalindia.in R-4958

Give a missed call on toll free number 1800 200 3004 to get our Apps.




