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Israel, Hamas say no deal imminent after
Biden signals Gaza cease-fire could be close
�����������������������������������������������������������������

Greece supports all diplomatic efforts for a viable peace
treaty between Armenia and Azerbaijan
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I
srael and Hamas on Tues-

day played down chances
of an imminent break-
through in talks for a

cease-fire in Gaza, after U.S.
President Joe Biden said Israel
has agreed to pause its offen-
sive during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan if a deal
is reached to release some
hostages.

The president’s remarks
came on the eve of the Michi-
gan primary, where he faces
pressure from the state’s large
Arab American population
over his staunch support for
Israel’s offensive. Biden said
he had been briefed on the sta-
tus of talks by his national secu-
rity adviser, Jake Sullivan, but
said his comments reflected
his optimism for a deal, not that
all the remaining hurdles had
been overcome.

In the wake of Hamas’ Oct.
7 attack on southern Israel,
Israel’s air, sea and ground cam-
paign in Gaza has killed tens
of thousands of people, oblit-
erated large swaths of the
urban landscape and dis-
placed 80% of the battered
enclave’s population.

Israel’s seal on the territo-
ry, which allows in only a
trickle of food and other aid,
has sparked alarm that a
famine could be imminent,
according to the United
Nations.

With U.N. truck deliveries
of aid hampered by the lack
of safe corridors, Egypt, Jor-
dan, the United Arab Emirates,
Qatar and France conducted
an airdrop of food, medical sup-
plies and other aid into Gaza
on Tuesday. At a beach in
southern Gaza, boxes of sup-
plies dropped from military air-
craft drifted down on para-
chutes as thousands of Pales-
tinians ran along the sand to
retrieve them.

But alarm is growing over
worsening hunger among
Gaza’s 2.3 million Palestinians.

Two infants died from
dehydration and malnutri-
tion at Kamal Adwan Hospi-
tal in Gaza City, said the
spokesman for Gaza’s Health
Ministry, Ashraf al-Qidra. He
warned that infant mortality
threatens to surge.

“Dehydration and malnu-
trition will kill thousands of chil-
dren and pregnant women in
the Gaza Strip,” he said.

The U.N. Population Fund

said the Al Helal Al Emirati
maternity hospital in Gaza’s
southernmost town of Rafah
reported that newborns were
dying because mothers were
unable to get prenatal or post-
natal care. Premature births are
also rising, forcing staff to put
four or five newborns in a
single incubator. Most of them
do not survive, it said, with-
out giving figures on the num-
bers of deaths.

Now the prospect of an
invasion of Rafah has prompt-
ed global alarm over the fate
of around 1.4 million civilians
trapped there.

Talks to pause the fighting
have gained momentum
recently and were underway
Tuesday. Negotiators from
the United States, Egypt and
Qatar have been working to
broker a cease-fire that would
see Hamas free some of the
dozens of hostages it holds in
exchange for the release of
Palestinian prisoners, a six-
week halt in fighting and an

increase in aid deliveries to
Gaza.

The start of Ramadan,
which is expected to be around
March 10, is seen as an unof-
ficial deadline for a deal. The
month is a time of heightened
religious observance and
dawn-to-dusk fasting for hun-
dreds of millions of Muslims
around the world. Israeli-
Palestinian tensions have
flared in the past during the
holy month.

“Ramadan’s coming up,
and there has been an agree-
ment by the Israelis that they
would not engage in activities
during Ramadan as well, in
order to give us time to get all
the hostages out,” Biden said
in an appearance on NBC’s
“Late Night With Seth Meyers”
that was recorded Monday.

In separate comments the
same day, Biden said that he
hoped a cease-fire deal could
take effect by next week.

At the same time, Biden did
not call for an end to the war,
which was triggered when
Hamas militants killed 1,200
people, mostly civilians, and
abducted roughly 250 people,
according to Israeli authori-
ties.

Israeli officials said Biden’s
comments came as a sur-
prise and were not made in
coordination with the coun-
try’s leadership. A Hamas offi-
cial played down any sense of
progress, saying the group
wouldn’t soften its demands.
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European military heavy-
weights Germany and Poland
affirmed Tuesday that they
would not be sending troops
to Ukraine, after reports that
some Western countries may
be considering doing so as the
war with Russia enters its
third year.

The head of NATO also said
the U.S.-led military alliance
has no plans to send troops
to Ukraine, after other central
European leaders confirmed
that they too would not be pro-
viding soldiers.

The Kremlin, meanwhile,
warned that a direct conflict
between NATO and Russia
would be inevitable if the
alliance sends combat troops.
“In this case, we need to talk
not about probability, but
about the inevitability (of
conflict),” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters.

Moscow’s warning came
a day after French President
Emmanuel Macron said that
sending in Western ground
troops should not be “ruled
out” in the future, after host-
ing a conference of top offi-
cials from more than 20 of
Ukraine’s Western backers.
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South Korean and U.S. troops
will begin their expanded
annual military drills next
week in response to North
Korea’s evolving nuclear
threats, the two countries
said Wednesday, a move
that will likely enrage North
Korea because it views its
rivals’ joint training as an
invasion rehearsal.

In recent months, North
Korea has inflamed ani-
mosities on the Korean
Peninsula with fiery rheto-
ric and continued missile
tests. While it’s unlikely for
North Korea to launch full-
blown attacks against South
Korea and the U.S., observers
say the North could still
stage limited provocations
along the tense border with
South Korea.

On Wednesday, the South
Korea and U.S. militaries
jointly announced that the
allies will conduct Freedom
Shield exercise, a comput-
er-simulated command post
training, and a variety of sep-
arate field training, from
March 4-14.

Col. Lee Sung-Jun, a
spokesperson for South
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff,
told reporters that the allies’
drills are designed to bolster
their joint capabilities to
prevent North Korea from
using its nuclear weapons.
He said the allies are to
carry out 48 field exercises
this spring, twice the num-
ber conducted last year, and
that this year’s drills would

involve air assault, live-fir-
ing and bombing training.

“Our military is ready to
punish North Korea imme-
diately, strongly and to the
end in the event of its provo-
cation, and we’ll further
strengthen our firm readi-
ness through the upcoming
drills,” Lee said.

Col. Isaac L. Taylor, a
spokesperson for the U.S.
military, said the allies’ exer-
cises have been defensive in
nature and that there is
solid evidence that “a high
readiness rate” helps ensure
deterrence.

North Korea didn’t imme-
diately respond to the drills’
announcement. North Korea
has reacted to previous
major South Korea-U.S. mil-
itary drills with its own mis-
sile tests. North Korea has
sharply intensified its
weapons testing activities
since 2022 in part of its
efforts to expand its nuclear
and missile arsenals. This
year, the North already con-
ducted six rounds of missile
tests — five of them report-
edly involving cruise missiles
— and other weapons
launches.
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