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Workers at the grasroots are being targeted by BJP
with threats of job loss and other consequences if
they do not comply with the demands
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BJP leaders
intimidating
women: BJD

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

PRADHAN SLAMS GOVT OVER DMF FUND
MISUSE IN MINERAL-BEARING AREAS

Q

The Modi government has created DMF fund for the development of
education, health and transportation in tribal areas. A total of 26,405
crore has been received in DMF in Sundargarh, a mineral rich district,

BIJOY PRADHAN @ Bhubaneswar improvement of health services

and education.

bloc to the brink

BIJAY CHAKI @ Bhubaneswar

AS has been the trend in sev-
eral other states like West Ben-
gal and Punjab, the INDIA bloc
seems to have failed in Odisha.
With Congress announcing its
candidates for Bhubaneswar
and Jagatsinghpur Lok Sabha
seats, which were demanded by
CPM and CPI respectively, the
alliance in Odisha is on the
brink of collapse.

Besides, the party has also
not left any seat for the alliance
partners in the latest list of 75
Assembly candidates an-
nounced by it on Sunday
for the ensuing election.
The alliance talks be-
tween Congress and
mainly the Left parties
in Odisha have not tak-
en off because of the re-
luctance of the grand old
party to cede ground. Though
several rounds of talks have
been held between the Congress
and other constituents, they
have failed to hit a common
ground.

The Congress has so far an-
nounced candidates for 17 Lok
Sabha and 124 Assembly seats
in two phases for the ensuing
elections. In the first list, only
two Assembly seats, one for
CPM and JMM each, were left
by the party. The party is also
yet to announce any candidate
for Mayurbhanj and Aska seats.

While the JMM has already an-
nounced its candidate for May-
urbhanj, sources said CPI is
also likely to field candidates
from Jagatsinghpur and Aska.
Sources said state leaders of
the Left parties are not happy
with the unilateral announce-
ment of candidates by the Con-
gress. Senior CPM leader
Janardan Pati said the party
will announce its candidate for
Bhubaneswar Lok Sabha seat
after a meeting of senior lead-
ers here on Monday. Pati is like-
ly to be fielded from Bhu-
baneswar Lok Sabha seat by
CPM. He will be pitted
against sitting BJP MP
Aparajita Sarangi,
Manmath Routray of
BJD and Yasir Nawaz
of Congress.
However, president of
Odisha Pradesh Congress
Committee Sarat Pattanayak
said the state units of the party
do not have any say in seat shar-
ing with INDIA partners. OPCC
only informs the central party
about the expectations of other
alliance partners for Lok Sabha
and Assembly seats. It is the
central leadership which takes
a decision. “We had forwarded
whatever discussions we had
with the Left parties to the Cen-
tre. Decisions are taken by the
central party after careful con-
sideration of all aspects,” he
added.

@ Bhubaneswar

ACCUSING state BJP leaders of
trying to coerce ASHA, angan-
wadi and Mission Shakti work-
ers to vote for the party, BJD on
Sunday moved the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) seeking
immediate protection for them.

A BJD delegation led by par-
ty’s Rajya Sabha member Sasmit
Patra, Sulata Deo and others,
submitted a memorandum to
chief electoral officer (CEO),
Odisha in this regard and al-
leged Odisha BJP leaders and
candidates are defaming, intimi-
dating, harrassing and even
character assassinating ASHA
and anganwadi workers as well
as Mission Shakti leaders and
members.

“Workers at the grasroots are
being targeted with threats of
job loss and other consequences
if they do not comply with the
demands. This is a clear viola-
tion of their rights and an at-
tempt to manipulate the elector-
al process through fear and
intimidation,” alleged the BJD
leaders in their memo. The re-
gional party requested ECI to
provide protection to the work-
ers and ensure they perform
their duties without fear and in-
terference. “The respect and dig-
nity of these workers must be
upheld and they should not be
used as pawns in political
games,” the party stressed.

It also urged ECI to take strong
and immediate action against
BJP leaders and candidates re-
sponsible for the threats to up-
hold the principles of free and
fair elections.

BJP not finding candidates for Assly, says BJD

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bhubaneswar

THE BJD on Sunday targeted the
BJP for delaying release of its
candidates list for rest of the As-
sembly seats.

Taking to X, BJD spokesper-
son Ipsita Sahoo said search for
candidates by the senior BJP
leaders is going on for the last 15

days. “Everyday senior BJP lead-
ers are announcing that the list
of candidates will be released
within the next two to three days,
but there is no list so far,” she
added.

Sahoo said it seems the search
for candidates is still going on in
the BJP. The saffron party in-
ducted leaders from different po-
litical parties, but they are not

interested to contest election.
Many of them have informed the
state leadership of BJP that
they are not interested to contest
as they are sure that they will be
defeated at the hands of the BJD
candidates, she added. “We hope
BJP will announce candidates
for rest of the Assembly seats by
the time filing of nominations
starts,” she said.

CONTINUING his attack on the
state government, Union Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan on
Sunday raised the issue of utili-
sation of district mineral foun-
dation (DMF) funds in mineral-
bearing districts.

Expressing concern over me-
diareports that residents of Ka-
pand village in Badapurunapali
panchayat under Lahunipada
block of Sundargarh have taken
it upon themselves to construct
a road after their repeated ap-
peals to the district administra-
tion went unheeded, Pradhan
asked, “Is this the transforma-
tion brought about in the lives
of people by the state govern-
ment in the last 24 years?”

Taking to social media handle

while only Z860 crore has been spent

The minister further said out
of 88.76 lakh households in ru-

Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister

X, the minister said
DMEF fund was created
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi with
the prime objective of
improving the quality
of life of people in min-
eral-bearing districts
affected by mining ac-
tivities. Sundargarh
district has so far received
%6,405 crore in DMF of which
only %860 crore has been
utilised.

“The Modi government has
created DMF fund for the devel-
opment of education, health

and transportation in

tribal areas. A total of

%6,405 crore has been
received in DMF in
Sundargarh, a mineral

rich district, while only

¥860 crore has been

spent,” he posted on X.
Pradhan sought jus-

tification of procure-

ment of expensive vehicles by
Rourkela police and construc-
tion of boundary wall of Sunda-
rgarh circuit house from DMF
fund which is meant for priority
activities like construction of
road, supply of drinking water,

ral areas, around 23.89 lakh fam-
ilies do not have access to safe
drinking water through tap.
Around 56.12 per cent of the
villagers are still using contam-
inated water. In at least 15 dis-
tricts of the state, clean drink-
ing water is not available for
more than 40 per cent of the
families. Even in urban areas,
31.2 per cent families are de-
prived of safe drinking water.
Referring to the boycott threat
by women voters of Mahakala-
pada area of Kendarapara dis-
trict over water crisis, Pradhan
again questioned whether this
is the transformation the gov-
ernment is talking about.

Fire fighters demonstrate fire safety and emergency rescue drills at an event to mark Fire Service
Week at Odisha Fire And Disaster Response Academy in Bhubaneswar | pEBADATTA MALLICK
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LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA
DIVISIONAL OFFICE, JEEVAN PRAKASH
KHODASINGI, BERHAMPUR-76001 0
DIST. GANJAM (ODISHA), PH. NO. 0680-2296379, 2296400

NOTICE FOR EMPANELMENT

Applications are invited from reputed firms for empanelment for a
period of two years for supplying or undertaking jobs as given below
under the following categories for Life Insurance Corporation of India,
Divisional Office, Khodasingi, Berhampur - 10, Odisha.

A. Supplying of various Competition Prize Articles / Gift
Articles / Mementoes etc.,

B. Various publicity related jobs like Wall Painting, Flex
Preparation / Mounting, Neon / Glow Sign Board
preparation, Rental Hoarding etc.,

C. Printing of leaflets, brochures, posters etc.,

The interested firms are required to apply within 17.30 hrs on
06.05.2024 in the prescribed form which can be downloaded from our
website www.licindia.in (Tenders link). The envelope containing the
application form and other documents should be super-scribed as :

“Application for empanelment for Supplying of various
Competition Prize Articles / Gift Articles / Mementoes etc.”
“Application for empanelment for Various publicity related
jobs like Wall Painting, Flex Preparation / Mounting, Neon /
Glow Sign Board preparation, Rental Hoarding etc.”
“Application for empanelment for Printing of leaflets,
brochures, posters etc.”

w-larzer SoHoa Banpng
THE NEW APP e 4 e Hume Al o) Yiam e as the case may be and to be submitted to Manager (Sales),
INDIAN EXPRESS MAERD VEaL A U3 LIC of India, Divisional Office, Khodasingi, Main Road,
E::;ﬁg#g? Wt .:- w .".." RN .: ::::t::: Berhampur-760010 along with non-refundable amount of Rs.300.00
TOV™, Tarkargs 7 O B i e diBL 1502034 |+ GST Rs.54 = Total Rs.354.00 (Three Hundred Fifty Four Only)
DEN Cevxmls | L floe e et “'-;~'- VRs aseaLacks B in the shape of DD in favor of LIC of India, payable at Berhampur
E ZIM-ES, SH '::_:“S il Tt My a9 || (Odisha). Firms interested for more than one category should submit
[ms [ 2024, ':“; g ': " arer o RL 7.5 Link separate application for each category along with separate DDs. The
L v selection shall be at the sole discretion of the appropriate authority of
aEe _mmae I e K LIC of India, Berhampur Division. The Corporation reserves the right
Zow s e to accept or reject any/all applications without assigning any reason

thereof. For eligibility and other details please visit www.licindia.in
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DEMAND

Corporate Office: Estate Dept, 254-260,
Avvai Shanmugam Salai, Chennai. Tel: 044 - 2813 4401/ 4619
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works in Flat No.2 & 3 at IMAGE Executive
Quarters, MR C Nagar Chennai-28.
For details, please refer our website
www.indianbank.in/tender
Asst. General Manager (P&E)
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of the party are as follows;
President -: Dr. Rajanikanta Jena
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If anyone has any objection of "ODISHA
AGAINST CORRUPTION", they may
send their objection with reasons thereof
to The Secretary (Political Party), Election
Commission of India, Nirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001, within 30
days of the publication of this notice.
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