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POST NEWS NETWORK

Nayagarh, May 14: Construction
of  a new ethanol plant by
‘Juststrive Industries Private Ltd’,
which has its headquarters in
Hyderabad, has sparked resent-
ment among locals and environ-
mentalists in Nayagarh district.
It is coming up in Haridabandha
mouza of  Badagotha panchayat
under Nuagaon block. However,
locals  pointed out that it is being
constructed on a plot of  60 acres
of  land which is close to an ele-
phant corridor. This will cer-
tainly affect wildlife and the en-
vironment, they added.

The matter came to the fore
after members of  local outfit,
‘Anchalik Vikash Parishad’ and

residents of  Mahipur and
Badagotha areas met Nayagarh
District Collector Swadha Dev
Singh and submitted a written
complaint in this regard Monday.
They urged the district collector
to intervene and stop the con-
struction of  the ethanol plant. 

The agitators have also al-
leged that the management of  the
company has illegally acquired
26 acres of  ‘pasture land’ for
construction of  a road adjacent
to the plant. They added that

despite repeated protests, road
construction has started on the
land. The locals also alleged
that the plant authorities are
going ahead with their plans
without the necessary clear-
ances from the State Pollution
Control Board (SPCB). They
pointed out that their livestock
will suffer if  the pasture land
is converted into a road.

The registration of  60 acres of
land in the name of  ‘Juststrive
Industries Private Ltd’ without

a proper road connection has
come as a huge shock to the res-
idents of  the area. Usually in
such cases, companies have to
show that they have acquired
industrial land with road con-
nectivity. However, in this case,
the rules have not been followed,
the members of  ‘Anchalik Vikash
Parishad’ pointed out. They
added that the status of  the land
has been changed to ‘Gharabari’
(homestead) which indicates
ample proof  of  foul play.  

The villagers informed that
when a common man purchases
land without having proper road
connection, registration is de-
nied. However, in this case all
rules have been waived. They
added that the 26 acres of  land
couldn’t have been acquired by
the plant management without
the tacit involvement of  the local
administration.   

One of  the owners of  the com-
pany, Ajay Kumar Mohanty how-
ever, asserted that the plant is
being constructed after getting
all the necessary permissions
and clearances from state-owned
IPICOL. He also said that per-
mission to construct the road
on pasture land has been ob-
tained. Mohanty added that they
are holding discussions with
villagers who are against road
construction, to solve the mat-
ter amicably. He pointed out that
setting up of  the plant will help
people as local residents will
get jobs and there will be many
who will indirectly benefit from
the unit.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, May 14: A busi-
nessman, identified as Rajesh
Agarwal, and two of  his accom-
plices have been arrested for al-
legedly encroaching on forest land
and trying to construct a house on
it, officials informed here Tuesday.
Even though the three were ar-
rested May 11, the Forest depart-
ment disclosed the matter Tuesday.
Officials said that Agarwal had
been warned repeatedly and let-
ters had been sent him to va-
cate the land and stop con-
struction, but he did not do so.

“We investigated the matter
and there is proof  beyond doubt
that Agarwal was illegally con-
structing a building on land be-
longing to the Forest department,”
informed Gyanendra Lima, a
ranger of  Panposh division.

Lima said that when Agarwal
did not heed to warnings to stop
construction, officials visited
the site. “When we visited the
under-construction house, we

found two carpenters inside it
making furniture. Agarwal was
also present and we arrested all
the three,” Lima stated.    

Officials stated that during
interrogation, Agarwal informed
that he had purchased the land
from a member of  the local tribal
community for ̀ 15 lakh. However,
terming this statement as ‘a bla-
tant lie’ an official pointed out
that Sundargarh is a scheduled
district and tribal land cannot be
bought. “We are surprised as to
how Agarwal managed to con-
struct a portion of  the house
without anyone having a whiff
of  it,” the official informed. 

The three were forwarded to
court Tuesday where their bail
pleas were rejected.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, May 14: Rourkela Steel Plant
(RSP) achieved a significant milestone
Monday with the lighting up of  the re-
built Coke Oven Battery#2 (COB#2). This
marked the initiation of  the heating up
process of  the battery. SR Suryawanshi,
Executive Director (Works) ignited the
state-of-the-art COB#2. Also present on
the occasion were other senior officers
and employees of  RSP, CET and MECON.

The 4.5 metres tall COB#2, was first
commissioned in 1958 and it had undergone
rebuilding and modification for the last time
in 1995. With the objective of  operational
flexibility and meeting demands for coke
as well as for precision adherence to en-
vironmental standards, the rebuilding of
the oven was initiated December 15, 2020.

The battery was dismantled up to the
nozzle deck slab along with associated
equipment and refractory. Notably, the

battery has 70 ovens equally distributed
in two blocks (2A & 2B). It has been rebuilt
again in twin blocks and has compound
regenerative twin fuel jet firing systems,
with partial re-circulation of  waste gases.
Staged air supply and computerised heat-
ing control systems have also been provided
in COB#2, officials said. 

The rebuilt COB#2 is designed to
comply with stipulated emission stan-
dards and guidelines laid by the Ministry
of  Environment and Forest (MoEF) to
prevent pollution and also to maintain
environment quality in the work area,
they added. The officials informed that with
the lighting up, controlled heating process
of  the new refractory lining has com-
menced. It will now take approximately 90
days to obtain the desired temperature of
1,160 degrees Celsius before charging of  coal
and pushing of  coke into COB#2 starts. It
is expected to happen by mid-August, of-
ficials informed. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, May 14: Independent can-
didate for the Berhampur Assembly seat
Shibashankar Das was arrested Tuesday
for assaulting BJP’s Lok Sabha nominee
Pradeep Panigrahy during the first phase
of  the polls in Odisha, Monday. Das was
produced in court Tuesday where his bail
plea was rejected and he was sent to ju-
dicial custody. 

Panigrahy and Das allegedly came to
blows at Gosaninuagaon in Ganjam dis-
trict when polling was underway at a
booth in Utkalmani UP School. Following
the scuffle, the BJP nominee suffered in-
juries on his neck and chest. Initially
Panigrahy was admitted to the MKCG
Medical College and Hospital here before
being transfer red  to  AIIMS in
Bhubaneswar where he is currently un-

dergoing treatment. 
Das incidentally is a former mayor

of  Berhampore Municipal Corporation
(BeMC). He decided to contest as an in-
dependent candidate after failing to get
a ticket from the BJP for the Berhampur
Assembly constituency. He had alleged
earlier Panigrahy played a key role in pre-
venting his nomination. He had con-
tested from the same constituency twice
in the past, but on both occasions he
was unsuccessful. 

Das, 50 was arrested under Sections
307 (attempt to murder), 324 (voluntar-
ily causing hurt by dangerous weapons
or means) of  the IPC, after a case was
re gistered  a g ainst  him at  the
Gosaninuagaon police station. A case was
registered against him after Panigrahy
lodged a complaint, SP (Berhampur)
Sarthak Sarangi stated.

Das’s wife Asha Kumari Das has also
lodged Tuesday a counter FIR alleging
that her husband was attacked by the BJP
supporters, police said. 

Supporters of  Das staged a protest in
front of  the police station where he was
held, demanding his release. “We tried
to convince the agitators. But they did
not listen and continued their protest,”
Sarangi said. He added that the demon-
strators left the place after the arrival of
additional forces at the police station. An
assistant sub-inspector (ASI) of  police
sustained injuries when the protesters
allegedly pelted stones, he said
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Hatadihi: Acting on a tip-off, police busted a number of
country-liquor manufacturing units and seized huge
quantities of mahua during raids at the Hadagarh Wildlife
Sanctuary under Soso police limits in Keonjhar district
Tuesday. The police team was led by DSP Prasant Kumar
Behera of Anandapur sub-division. The team first raided
villages under Soso and Nandipada police limits from where
they seized huge quantities of mahua. Later, the team raided
Sundarapal, Sangam and Andhari areas within the sanctuary
and busted the manufacturing units. Officials said that 8,000
litres of fermented Mahua brew were seized during the raids. 
Locals are alarmed at the presence of such illegal liquor-
manufacturing units within the sanctuary. They said that
people involved in the activities might also be associated
with poaching. The presence of criminals will only endanger
the lives of elephants and other animals in the sanctuary,
they opined. However, the miscreants working in these units
managed to escape and evaded arrest. Three cases in this
regard have been registered at the Soso police station, cops
said. They added that raids will be conducted again in the
near future to nab people dealing in illegal liquor.

Illegal liquor-making
units busted in Keonjhar 


